Welcome and thank you for taking the time to take part in this study. This survey will ask you questions regarding your
attitudes about relationships and marriage as well some questions about your relationship behaviors. Your participation in
this survey is very important therefore please try to answer each question as honestly as possible.

What you need to know:

(1) All your responses are kept confidential and anonymous. We will not be able to attach your survey responses to any
identifying information.

(2) By starting this survey you conset to participate in this study.

(3) You may stop this survey at any time if you do not wish to continue.

Thank you again for your participation!

***PLEASE NOTE: This survey asks many questions that use the word "MARRIAGE". In order to be sensitive to those

who may not be permitted yet to legally marry the term, "LEGAL COMMITMENT" will also be used throughout this
survey.

* 1. Please enter the last four digits of your student id number




* 2. How often do you do or try something because you think you won't be able to do it
later when you settle down as an adult?

O never

O seldom

O sometimes
O often

O all of the time

3. What are some of those things?

* 4. Do you think that you are ready to be married/ legally committed?

O yes
O o

O in some respects yes, in some respects no

* 5, At what age do you hope to be married/legally committed? If you do not wish to get
married/legally committed please respond with "N/A".

a

* 6. Please respond to the following

Very Strongly Very Strongly
Disagree Agree
It is all right for a couple to live together without

planning to get married/legally committed

It is all right for an unmarried couple to live together as
long as they have plans to marry/legally commit

Living together before marriage/legal commitment will
improve a couple's chances of remaining happily
married/legally committed

A couple will likely be happier in their marriage/legal
commitment if they live together first

It is a good idea for a couple to live together before
getting married/legally committed as a way of "trying
out" their relationship

Living together first is a good way of testing how

O OO OO0O0O
O OO OO0OO-
O OO OO0OO0O-
O OO OO0O0O-
O OO OO0OO0O-
O OO OO0O0O

workable a couple's marriage/legal commitment would
be




* 7. Please answer the following questions as accurately as possible

It is all right for two people to have sexual relations
before marriage/legal commitment

It is all right for two people to get together for sex and
not necessarily expect anything further

Viewing pornographic material, such as magazines,
movies, and/or internet sites is an acceptable way to
express one's sexuality

8. Marriage/Legal Commitment is...
Bad

Marriage/Legal Commitment O O

is

9. Marriage/Legal Commitment is

Undesirable

Marriage/Legal Commitment O O

is

10. Marriage/Legal Commitment is

Negative

Marriage/Legal Commitment O O

is

11. Marriage/Legal Commitment is

Harmful

Marriage/Legal Commitment O O

is

12. Marriage/Legal Commitment is

Strongly 9
Oppose

Marriage/Legal Commitment O O

is

Very Strongly
Disagree

O O
O O
O O

3

O

w

O

O -

2

O O O-

O O O-

O O Q-

Very Strongly
Agree

O O O

Good

O

Desirable

O

Positive

O

Beneficial

O

Strongly
Favor

O




Attitudes & Beliefs About Relationships

*13. Please indicate your level of agreement with the following statements.

Very Strongly ~ Strongly ) . Strongly  Very Strongly
. . Disagree No Opinion Agree
Disagree Disagree Agree Agree

| am sure that most of my peers and | will
one day be married/legally committed

There is only one true love out there who
is right for me to marry/legally commit

Our feeling of love for each other should
be sufficient reason to get married/legally
committed

Living together before marriage will
improve our chances of remaining happily
married/legally committed

o O O 0O
o O O 0O
o O O 0O
o O O 0O
O O O 0O
o O O 0O
o O O 0O

| need to feel entirely sure that our
marriage/legal commitment will work
before | would consider marrying my
partner

I would marry/legally commit to my
parnter even if he or she wasn'’t
completely ideal for me

Finding the right person to marry/legally
commit to is more about luck than effort

Couples who are too similar have
relationships that are dull and boring

When | get married/legally committed, it
will be permanent

There are a number of people in the
world to whom | could be happily
married/legally committed

In the end, our feeling of love for each
other should be enough to sustain a
happy marriage/legal commitment

We will likely be happier in our
marriage/legal commitment if we live
together first

Before | get married/legally committed, |
must be thoroughly convinced that | will
be a good spouse

| should not marry/legally commit to my
partner unless everything about our dating
relationship is pleasing to me

If | just wait long enough the right person
to marry/legally commit to will come my
way one day

Being similar to my partner is an
important consideration for me when
deciding to get married/legally commit

Somewhere | have a “soul mate” | should

o O O O O O O O0OO00 O
o O O O O O O O0OO00 O
o O O O O O O O0O0O00 O
o O O O O O O O0O0O00 O
o O O O O O O O000 O
o o0 O O O O O O000 O
o o0 O O O O O O000 O

marry/legally commit, a special partner




who is uniquely suited to me and vice
versa

As long as we love each other, we should
not let any obstacles stand in our way of
getting married/legally committed

It is a good idea for us to live together
before getting married/legally committed
as a way of “trying out” our relationship

My future spouse and | should be best
friends before we get married/legally
committed

| should wait to marry/legally commit to
my partner until we have proven our
relationship is strong enough to stand the
test of time

The person | marry/legally commit to
needs to have all of the qualities | am
looking for in a mate

Finding the right person to marry/legally
commit to is not something | have much
control over

Our relationship will be stronger if |
marry/legally commit to someone who is
very much like me in many ways

There is a “one and only” right person in
the world for me to marry/legally commit

Only a fool ever walks away from
married/legally committing to the person
he or she loves deeply

Living together first is a good way of
testing how workable our marriage/legal
commitment would be

| should wait until | feel completely
prepared for marriage/legal commitment
before | get married/legally committed

| would marry/legally commit to my
partner even if | wasn’t sure he or she
could meet all of my needs

Some people are simply not good
marriage/legal commitment prospects for
me

Getting married/legally committed will
just happen naturally without much effort
by me

| should marry/legally commit to someone
whose personal characteristics are
opposite from my own

Open communication is all you really
need when trying to get to know a partner
in a dating relationship

Changes in a relationship before
marriage/legal commitment are just as
difficult as making changes after

o o o o 0o O oo oo 0O O o o O o O O

o o o o 0o O o o 0O O o o O O O O

o o o o o O o o oo O o o O o O O

o o o o o O o o oo O o o O o O O

o o o o o O oo o oo o o o O o O O

o o o o 0o o0 o o 0o O o o O o O O

o o o o o o o o oo o o o o O O O




marriage/legal commitment

The experiences from the family you grew
up in will not be much influence in the
family you establish

There is no way to predict what someone
will be like after you marry/legally commit
to them

You cannot know what a partner will be
like early in a dating relationship

You should put aside your ideals when
considering a partner

Your partner’s previous dating
relationships have little to do with your
relationship to him/her

OO0 O O

OO0 O O

OO0 O O

OO0 O O

OO0 O O

OO0 O O

OO0 O O




Relationship Beliefs & Behaviors

*14. How important is it to you that you get to know the following about your partner

before you agree to marry or become legally committed?

Very Very

Unimportant Important

What my partner likes to do for fun

The relationship my dating partner had with his/her
parent(s)

Our ‘chemistry’ together

My partner’s ‘bad habits’ in previous relationships
How well my partner listens

How anger was handled in my partner’s family

How open-minded my partner is to seeing another
perspective

My partner’s spiritual values

How my partner fights when angry

My partner’s family background

How my partner reacts when my feelings are hurt

What my partner has been like in past dating
relationships

What my partner believes about right and wrong
How well my partner communicates

How much my partner opens up about thoughts and
feelings

How well my partner gets along with their parent(s)
My partner’s energy level

How my partner shows affection

My partner’s past dating experiences

How my partner reacts to conflict within the relationship
How affection was shown in my partner’s family

My partner’s sense of humor

What my partner’s friendships are like

How well my partner is at seeing my perspective
How my partner handles his or her emotions

My partner’s financial values

How consistent my partner is at doing what is ‘right’
My partner’s family values

My partner’s ability to feel compassion for someone else

OCOO0OOOOO0OOO0O0OO OO0 OOOOO COOOO OO
OCOOOOOOOOOO0O0OO OOO OOOOO OOOOO OO -
OCOO0OOOOOOOO0O0OO OOO OOOOO OOOOO OO -
OCOO0OOOO0O0OO000O0O OO0 OO0 OO0V OO -
COO0O0O0OO0O0O0O000O0O OO0 VOO0 COOOO OO -
OOO0O0O0O0O0O0O00000O OO0 OOOOO OOOOO OO




15. Relationships grow in different ways. Think back to all your dating relationships and

how they grew. Using the following scale, how often would you say you experienced the

following?

| have sex with my partner(s) before | know
him/her very well

I rely on my partner(s) to meet too many of
my personal needs before | really get to
know them

| have sex with my partner(s) after | fully rely
on them to meet my needs

| trust my partner too much before really
getting to know them well

| have sex with my partner(s) after becoming
strongly committed in the relationship

| become committed to my partner(s) after |
really trust them

| have sex with my partner(s) before | deeply
trust them

| become committed to my partner(s) before
| can rely on them to meet my needs

| rely on my partner(s) to meet too many of
my personal needs before they prove
themselves as trustworthy

O OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O O O

| become committed to my partner(s) before
really getting to know very much about
him/her

Rarely

O OO0OO0O000O0O OO0

Sometimes

OO0OO0O0O000 OO0

O

Occasionally

O OO0 00000 OO0

*16. Please indicate how much you agree with the following questions

| feel confident that | know how to choose the right
person for me

| feel confident that | know how to have a healthy dating
relationship

| can identify the things that are important to get to know
about a partner

| know how to pace a dating relationship in a way that
has the best outcomes for a strong marriage/legal
commitment

I know how to choose a healthy partner

| feel confident that | can spot warning signs in dating
partners

Very Strongly
Disagree

OO O O O O

OO O O O O«

OO O O O O-

oo O O O O-

Frequently

O OO0 O0O00O00 OO0

OO O O O O-

Almost Always

O OO0 O0O00O0OO0 OO0

Very Strongly
Agree

OO0 O O O O




Demographics & Relationship History

*17. What is your birth date?

MM DD YYYY

Please enter your ‘ | / | | / | |
birth date.
* 18. What is your sex?

Other (please specify)

20. What is your ethnicity? Check all that apply.

|:| Caucasian/White

|:| Hispanic

|:| Asian/Pacific Islander

|:| Other (please specify)

*21. What year in college are you?




* 22, My religious faith is important to me.
O Very Strongly Disagree

O Strongly Disagree

O Very Strongly Agree

* 23, What is the current marital status of your biological parents?
O Never married and not living together
O Never married but living together

O Married

O Separated/divorced

O Widowed

Other (please specify)

| |
* 24. What is your current relationship status?

O Not dating at all

O Casual/occasional dating

O In a committed relationship

O Separated/divorced

O Widowed

*25, How long was your longest relationship? Please respond in months.

* 26. Overall, how satisfied are you with your past dating relationships?




27. If you are currently in a dating relationship, how long have you been in this
relationship? Please respond in months and/or weeks.

28. If you are currently in a relationship, how satisfied are you with this relationship?
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